St Elizabeth’s Catholic Church
Scarisbrick
A Mission of the Douai Abbey Parishes Trust
(Registered Charity № 1063237)

Within the Archdiocese of Liverpool
Parish Priest: Fr Hugh Somerville Knapman OSB

— 15 MAY 2022 —
SUNDAY 5 OF EASTER
Saturday 14/5
6.30pm

Mass
(Vigil)

† Mgr Thomas Aquinas O’Hare
Confessions at 6pm

Sunday 15/5
9.30am

Mass

† John, Connie & Mark Houghton

Wednesday 18/5
9.30am

Mass

† Bobby Ledden

Thursday 19/5
7.00pm

Mass

† John Tully
Confessions & Rosary at 6.30pm

Friday 20/5
9.30am

Mass

† Eileen Doyle

Saturday 21/5
6.30pm

Mass
(Vigil)

† Rebecca Ann Brown
Confessions at 6pm

Sunday 22/5
9.30am

Mass

† George Ackers

From the Pastor’s Desk
the chapter of the solemnly professed monks at Douai duly
elected Fr Paul Gunter OSB as the eleventh abbot of Douai. He succeeds, as you well
know, Fr Geoffrey Scott. Fr Geoffrey had been abbot for 24 years and his retirement
from the burdensome office of abbot was well earned. Abbot Paul is 56 and has served in
Rome and on Douai’s missions since the 1990s; until his election was parish priest of the
mission of Alcester, near Stratford-on-Avon. Moreover, Abbot Paul has been serving the
bishops’ conference in recent years as its secretary for liturgy, so he is well connected. Over
the next few months Abbot Paul will no doubt identify his priorities and any personnel
changes needed to facilitate them. There will be some changes on the missions, if only to
replace the new abbot at Alcester. He has not mentioned to me any firm plan to move me
from here. Let us pray for Abbot Paul that his tenure as abbot will be blessedly fruitful for
Douai and all its works and missions. Let us remember in prayer Fr Geoffrey also, that he
will prosper in all his backlogged historical projects to which he can now devote his full
time and energy, and giving thanks for his 24 years of generous service.

O

N WEDNESDAY LAST

The readings this Sunday mark a new focus, gently beginning to refocus our gaze from the
Resurrection of our Lord to his Ascension, which we will celebrate in 11 days’ time. The
Lord will then leave the world in his personal body, but he is clear that he will remain with
his disciples by forming them into his ecclesial—or mystical—body, the Church. We
should recall Jesus’ teaching that whatever someone does to the least of his brethren, they
do it to him. This is because his disciples form a different, but just as real, body for him. In
this world the Church, the body of believers, visibly moves and speaks and acts for Jesus,
even as he acts invisibly in the hearts of all who seek him. At Pentecost, 10 days after the
Ascension, the Lord will give the Church its power by giving the apostles the Holy Spirit.
In today’s gospel we see Jesus giving the Church its “new” law, or fundamental principle:
that we must love each other as he has loved us.
We miss all too easily his words “as I have loved you.” Our love for our neighbour, the truly
Christian love, is to be a different sort of love, with a different motivation, and a different
reward, one that is not merely human but also, and more importantly, divine. The gift of
the Holy Spirit gives us the power to love as Christ loves. In this is our true nobility and
dignity.
Many of our community are still unable to be with us in Church. Let us make sure we love
them too, not least by keeping them in our prayers.

Fr Hugh

Lately Dead
Evelyn Turner
The sick and others needing prayer
Terry Turner, Sue Carver, Philip & Eva Molyneux, Joan Fawson, Stephen Parkinson, Tess
Mills, Jean Olverson
Anniversaries this week (within the last 10 years)
John Tully, Rebecca Ann Brown
Pray in May for Mary’s Meals
In this month dedicated to Our Lady we are invited to join in praying for the work of Mary’s
Meals, a mission carried out in Our Lady’s name to feed children a daily school meal in some
of the world’s poorest communities. This meal brings children into the classroom, where
they can receive an education, offering hope for a better future. Their work began with
prayer, and prayer has sustained our rapid growth—from feeding 200 children in 2002 to
feeding over 2.2 million children today. Please join them in prayer by saying a Hail Mary.
Bring a Friend
Please do try to invite a friend or family member to Mass, who perhaps has lapsed from the
life of the Church or indeed has never been a member of the Church. They can lose nothing
by coming, and stand to gain so much. Remind them that at Communion time, they can
fold their arms across their chest and receive a blessing. There are no qualifications to receive
a blessing other than the desire to receive one!
Rising Costs
We are all seeing a rise in living costs: food at the supermarket, petrol, household heating
gas, and no doubt many other things as well. Certainly, they are being felt in the presbytery!
Scarisbrick is happily able to live comfortably on the whole, thanks to be God. If you, or
someone else in our congregation, is feeling the pinch more painfully than most of us please
let Fr Hugh know. There are groups and agencies that can offer assistance in the short to
medium term, including our own St Vincent de Paul Society. Given the ongoing horrors in
Ukraine, we must expect that prices will remain high for a while yet. Nobody need struggle
on their own.

Abbot Paul & Fr Geoffrey after the election on Thursday
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Get in touch

Fr Hugh: St Elizabeth’s Presbytery, 10 Hall Road, Scarisbrick, L40 9QE
Tel: 01704 880 226
Email: frhughpp@pm.me
Administrator: Mary Ormsby → Oﬃce email: scarisbrickcatholic@outlook.com
Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday, 10am to 12.30pm.
Safeguarding: Les Rippon →
Email: les.rippon@outlook.com
Website: www.stelizabeths-scarisbrick.org.uk

