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CORPUS CHRISTI
Saturday 18/6
6.30pm

Mass
(Vigil)

Benefactors

Sunday 19/6
9.30am

Corpus Christi

People of the Parish

Wednesday 22/6
9.30am

Mass

† Dennis Dawber

Thursday 23/6
6.30.pm

Mass

Private Intention (JC)
Confessions & Rosary at 6.00pm

Friday 24/6
9.30am

Mass

Special Intention (JC)

Saturday 25/6
6.30pm

Mass
(Vigil)

† Stuart Collier

Sunday 26/6
9.30am

Mass

† Joe & Dorothy Houghton

From the Pastor’s Desk
N YEARS PAST, ST ELIZABETH’S celebrated with great ado Corpus Christi, the feast of

I

the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. In this they were like almost every other
Catholic parish. Here the celebrations went beyond Mass, with a procession of all the
congregation, with the children dressed in the their finest, accompanied the monstrance
with the Sacred Host, which was carried by the priest under a decorated canopy held aloft
by four men, through the grounds of the church, with banners and incense adding to the
festive atmosphere. The procession ended in the presbytery garden where, at a beautifully
decorated temporary altar, the priest would give the congregation Benediction with the
Blessed Sacrament. It was one of the great days in the parish year, along with the May
procession and harvest festival, and it involved the parish school as much as the rest of the
congregation, if not more. They were days on which a common and unifying faith was
given extra expression.
Alas, those days seem gone. It is no wonder that congregations have dwindled and
processions disappeared when you consider that the common faith that sustained them
has disappeared. A nationwide survey in 2019 by the Pew Research Centre in America,
involving a large number of people, found that only 31% of Catholics believed that the
Eucharist was the Body and Blood of Christ; 69% thought it was still bread and wine
which were merely symbols of Jesus. Given the cultural and sociological similarities
between the English-speaking countries of the West, the figure for England would be
about the same no doubt, maybe even worse given the low rates of Mass attendance.
Catholics used to endure martyrdom for their faith in the Body and Blood of Christ in the
Eucharist, and now less than a third of them even hold the most basic level of faith in it.

It is no wonder that so few people go to Mass now, if that is what most of them believe. Why
disturb shopping, or going to a party, or sleeping in, for the sake of a mere symbol? The
changes in liturgy are part of the problem, as is the failure of Catholic education over the last
50 years. But the main problem is that Catholics in the West today do not want to seem
different to the society around them. They want to fit in. Their treasure is in the world, and
so their hearts are set on the world as well. In short, most have lost the gift of faith.
As 13 children make their First Holy Communion here today, let us pray that they will come
to understand and have faith in the mystery of the Eucharist, Christ’s real and saving
presence among us, and help rebuild the Church which, despite what the world might
believe, still offers the gift of eternal life with God beyond this fallen and passing world.

Fr Hugh

**PLEASE DO NOT PUT ENVELOPES FOR OTHER PARISHES IN THE
COLLECTION HERE. THE COLLECTION IS FOR ST ELIZABETH’S ONLY.
Envelopes for other parishes cannot be sent to those parishes. If for some reason you prefer
not to give to St Elizabeth’s, please deliver envelopes for other parishes directly to them. **
The Sick and Others Needing Prayer
Terry Turner, Sue Carver, Philip & Eva Molyneux, Joan Fawson, Ronnie Charnock,
Tess Mills, Jean Olverson, G Kennedy, Joan Forshaw.
Please let the Parish Oﬃce know if anyone, who cannot come to church
and would like Holy Communion at home or a visit from Fr Hugh.
Recently Dead
Edward Ainscough
Anniversaries this week (within the last 10 years)
Mary Frances Kenyon, Hannah Cain
First Holy Communions
Please pray for Sienna, Sam, Alex, Niamh, Harriet, Emily, Marco, Esme, Imogen, Evan,
Harriet, Thomas and Shaun who make their First Holy Communion at the Mass of
Corpus Christi. Our thanks go to Kath, Monica and Mary who have put much effort into
preparing them for today.
Baptisms
Reggie and Nyla Rutherford, and Sienna Taylor Smith will be baptised by Fr Hugh after
Mass today. Please pray for them as they enter into the life of Christ and His Church.
Confirmation
We have received one application for Confirmation this year. Today is the last day to get
any more names in to Fr Hugh.
Garden Planter Box
The planter box in the presbytery garden, near the Castéja tomb outside the church, is
sadly empty. Would anyone like to plant some flowers there, maybe flowers that could be
used in church? It would be a great project for children to be involved in. If you would
like to contribute, please tell Fr Hugh or Mary in the office.

Coffee after Mass
Fr Hugh would like to offer coffee and tea in the presbytery garden after Sunday Mass in
summer to offer an occasion for people to chat and relax. Obviously, it would be very
much “weather permitting.” There would be ample seating for those (like the parish
priest) who would not want to be standing too long. If we are going to do this then we
need volunteers to prepare the necessaries before Mass and to run things after Mass. It
would be great if people who do not usually volunteer could participate. Perhaps you
might even want to bake a cake or make some biscuits for the occasion!
If you would like to volunteer to help out then please tell Fr Hugh or Mary in the office.
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Get in touch

Fr Hugh: St Elizabeth’s Presbytery, 10 Hall Road, Scarisbrick, L40 9QE
Tel: 01704 880 226
Email: frhughpp@pm.me
Administrator: Mary Ormsby → Oﬃce email: scarisbrickcatholic@outlook.com
Office Hours: Wednesday & Friday, 10am to 12.30pm.
Safeguarding: Les Rippon →
Email: les.rippon@outlook.com
Website: www.stelizabeths-scarisbrick.org.uk

